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- Usest Purpleosier willow i s  sed extensively t o  contra1 eras  
streambanks resulting from fl and ice damblge. I ts f ae t  growth, 
stems, and a b i l i t y  t o  recove? 
f o r  t h i s  me.  When u$ed i n  t h i s  
manner, it provides cover fdr small 
animals and brawse f o r  deer, beaver 
and rabbits. The whips ef ul 

vines and i n  basket making, 

Description: Purpleosier willow 
i s  a medium to t a l l  introtruead shrub 
growing 10 t o  20 f e e t  high, with 
smooth, slender, tough, reb%lient 
branches, purplish a t  f ir& but 
l a t e r  changing t o  gray of olive- 
erayo The leaves a r i se  l h  pairs  
but not quite oppositely, are smooth 
tongue-shaped, finely-tootned tiear 
thn t i p  only, two t o  four inches 
long, bluish-green above and pale 
below. The catkins are $mall, 
a r i se  i n  almost oppos 
mature i n  spring bar 
come out. 

Pwpleosier willow i s  a thicket- 
forming shrub, sending up many 
branches from the roots, It spreads by stolons and layering of branches. 
Growth is rapid, reaching about two t o  five feet i n  two years; often t o  f u l l  
height i n  f ive  years. 

rom mechanioal damage hake it an ideal  plant 

i n  vineyards f o r  tying v e -  

This species is also called basket willow. 

Varieties: 
Plant Materials Center i n  1974 called 'Streamco'. Rooted and unrooted 
cuttings can be purchased from a variety of nurseries i n  the Northeast. 

A variety esf purpleosier w i l l o w  was released by the Big Flat8 

4daptation: Purpleosier willow i s  climatically pted t o  a l l  the 
northeastern s . Well-drained t o  i s o i l s  are most 
sul;tcrblc for t 8. rt can be 



Establishment: Purpleosier willow is susceptible t o  severe browsing by 
stock and cannot be established without protection.  
ures,  l ivestock must be excluded. Trees should be removed from 
e plantings are  t o  be made, especia l ly  i n  locations ‘r) e the current  

may undercut and cause them t o  f a l l  i n t o  the stream. Banks a t  are eroded 
and undercut t o  a steep unplantable slope require grading pr io r  t o  planting,  

For streamban 

Plant with one year old rooted cut t ings ,  or f r e sh  hardwood cutt ings.  rf 
cut t ings  are  used, they should be 3 / 8 , t o  1/2 inch a t  the th ick  end, 
15 inches long, and made before the  leav come out. Planting should 
soon a s  FOSSibk! a f t e r  cu t t ing ;  the  c u t t  gs being kept damp in the  

interim. 

Fresh cut t ings  should be planted ve r t i c a l l y  with only an inch 
truding.  If they cannot be pushed i n  t,ie s o i l  by hand, use a rod t o  make a 
hole but be sure the  cut t ing i s  tamped i n  e l l  with tho heel  t o  avoid 
leaving any a i r  spaces, If the  s o i l  i s  too s ny t o  handle way, t h  
cu t t ing  may be buried horizontally about two inches deep i n  damp soil, Ro 
ed cut t ings  should be planted i n  a hole dug b ig  enough t o  a 
root  system when well-spread. The soil must be tamped we 
roots .  Larger stems era1 f e e t  long can be planted w i  
beneath vator and stem 

On d i f f i c u l t  streambanks, it i s  sometimes necessary t o  mulch t h  
with coarse plant material ,  even wiring and king the  mulch d 
cases. Plant a t  t w o  t o  three foot  spacing j u s t  above wet 
t o y  of bank. 

ManaRement: Purpleosier willow used on s t rea  j e c t  to consid- 
erable mechanical damage. The s i t e  should be 

o r  two pro- 

ing up the bank, 

If toe of slope i s  rip-rappe l an t  above the stone. 

spring a f t e r  heavy run-off i t ,  and checke 8 
be f i l l e d  i n  by repla , or  laying d f 

measures used r 
example, stone rip- rap,  must be kept i n  repair  i n  order t o  maintain the  
e f fec t ive  willow cover, 
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